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of the sort. In ordinary cases His miracles were 
works of mercy, although, as we have seen, He 
more than once worked them unasked, and for 
the obvious purpose of proving or illustrating 
some Divine truth. The case of the withering 
of the fig-tree is not altogether different from 
these. For as in other cases our Lord wished to 
teach a certain truth relating to Himself, so in 
this instance He appears to have desired to make 
a kind of prophecy of the future barrenness of 
the Synagogue, which was represented by the fig- 
tree. Thus, there was something to be taught as 
true which it was important should be known, 
which was set forth by this act of our Lord’s 
power. This is all the more clear, because the 
X 
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season for fruit had not yet come, and therefore 
it was not natural to expect that this tree should 
have borne any figs as yet. The miracle, therefore, 
is a visible parable. It was on the day after His 
triumphant entry into Jerusalem and the Temple 
that “when they came out from Bethania, He was 
hungry. And when He had seen afar off a fig-tree 
having leaves, He came, if perhaps He might find 
anything on it. And when He was come to it, He 
found nothing but leaves, for it was not yet the 
time for figs. And answering He said to it, May 
no man hereafter eat fruit of thee any more for 
ever. And His disciples heard it.” Then, as 
St. Mark tells us, He went on and cleansed the 
Temple for the second time, arousing thereby 
afresh the malicious enmity of the Chief Priests 
and Scribes. “And when evening was come, He 
went forth out of the city. And when they passed 
by in the morning, they saw the fig-tree dried up 
from the roots.” It is almost as if the final 
determination of the Chief Priests to put Him 
to death, which was quickened into activity by 
His marvellous display of power on Palm Sunday 
and the following day, had filled up the measure 
of the probation of the Synagogue. 

2. In these considerations on Purgatory we are 
dealing with souls which have been to some extent, 
often to a great extent, barren of the good fruits 
which our Lord might have expected of them, but 
which by His mercy have not been “withered up 
from the roots,” nor condemned to perpetual 
sterility as to the praise and honour which they 
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are to render to Him in Heaven. We cannot, 
therefore, find in them anything that resembles 
the case of the withered fig-tree. But there are 
two circumstances connected with the miracle 
which we may use as enabling us to find in this 
narrative something which may be very useful to 
our general purpose. In the first place, the 
circumstance of our Lord’s hunger may remind 
us of His constant fasts, and of the hard treat- 
ment to which His Sacred Body was usually 
subjected, and this will enable us to complete in 
this chapter the subject which: was begun in that 
on the Cure of the Lunatic Boy. In that miracle 
our Lord sets before us the peculiar efficacy of 
prayer and fasting for the obtaining of certain 
great deliverances. But our space then only 
allowed of our speaking of prayer. We may now 
pass on to speak of fasting. In the second 
place, there is one matter in which we may all 
of us sometimes be like the fig-tree, in refusing 
the alms which are sought of us, as our Lord 
sought from the fig-tree the boon of a little food 
in His hunger. If any self-reproach of this kind 
is to be found among the Holy Souls, it will be 
very much enhanced by the knowledge which 
they now possess of the immense value of alms- 
deeds as a work of satisfaction. It can hardly be 
said that the subject of almsgiving has been hitherto 
passed over in this volume, for it has frequently 
been mentioned among other good works, by 
means of which the Holy Souls may be relieved. 
But there are still a few remarks to be made more 
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directly on the subject, and these will be included 
in the present chapter. 

3. The power of fasting as a work of satisfaction 
is so universally recognized in Sacred Scriptures 
and in the Church that it may seem almost 
superfluous to insist on it at any great length. 
Fasting seems to have been connected with devo- 
tion for the dead among the Jews, not to speak of 
other nations, as we see in the fasting which was 
made for Saul after his death.* The instinct of 
the Church and of the Saints has always been in 
the same direction, and if the early Fathers do not 
mention fasting among the means to be used for 
the relief of the departed, it is only because they 
include it under the head of prayer. It has the 
special direct power of satisfaction, all the more 
because it is one of the works which are most 
painful to the body, and it is thus one of the 
customary penances in all religious bodies in the 
Church. The lives of the Saints and the chronicles 
of the religious orders are naturally full of instances 
in which the Holy Souls have either begged that 
fasting may be made for them, or have expressed 
their gratitude when they have had that aid afforded 
them. In speaking of the satisfactory power of 
fasting, it is well to join to it the other similar 
works of penance which are usually reckoned 
under the same head, such as the affliction of the 
body: by disciplines, hair-shirts, vigils, prostra- 
tions, and the like. There is an old story of the 
great Emperor Otho, who is said to have appeared 


* í Kings xxxi. 13; 2 Kingsi. 12. 
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after his death to a near relation of his own, who 
was the Superior in a convent of nuns, begging 
the aid of her religious to free him from Purgatory. 
The petition which he made would startle many 
of those who think very lightly of the pains of 
Purgatory. He prayed the abbess to send letters 
to various monasteries in order that a great amount 
of penance might be done for him—ten thousand 
psalters, with ten strokes of a discipline at each 
psalm, during which the De profundis was to be 
recited, and a Pater noster and Ave Maria were 
to be added at each verse. And the historian adds 
that this was required for an emperor who had 
during his lifetime been a great benefactor of the 
Church and of the poor. ‘There is an anecdote 
in the life of the famous Catharine of Cardona, 
who was the contemporary of St. Teresa, to the 
same effect. She was made aware of the death 
of the well-known Ruy Gomez at the moment 
when it happened, and before the news could 
reach the part of the country where she was in 
the ordinary way. She was so affected by the 
knowledge which she received of the great suffer- 
ings to which he was subjected, that she imme- 
diately disciplined herself so severely that the cell 
in which she lived was all sprinkled with her blood. 
There are many other such instances. We may 
add to such corporal austerities as these the bodily 
sufferings which come to us in the course of 
God’s providence, if they are readily welcomed and 
joyfully undergone, and under the same head will 
come the afflictions which the servants of God 


358 FASTING AND ALMSDEEDS. 


sometimes are prompted to ask for, in order that 
they may suffer more for the relief of the Holy 
Souls. The Saints have sometimes petitioned to 
be allowed to bear in this life the Purgatory of 
this or that soul, and the prayer has been heard. 
The two St. Catharines, of Ricci and Raconigi, 
were both remarkable for this. Indeed, any suffer- 
ing, of whatever kind, even though not corporal, 
such as the patient bearing of dryness and desola- 
tion, or, again, charity under some great calumny, 
has the effect of satisfying largely for sin, and may 
thus be beneficial to the Holy Souls if offered for 
them. 

4. It is time to say a few words in addition as 
to the satisfactory power of almsdeeds, although it 
has been impossible to reserve for one chapter 
what is so obvious a means of relieving the holy 
suffering Souls. Nothing can be stronger than the 
language of Sacred Scripture on the power of alms- 
deeds to “deliver from death,” * to “purge away 
sin,’ + and the like. It is compared to the effect 
of water on fire, { or to that of ransom to the 
captive, § or to that of a sacrifice, || which propitiates 
God. It is compared to a second baptism,{] and 
is said to be more efficacious even than fasting. 
It would be well to remember that both almsdeeds 
and fastings will be more efficacious if they are 
done with this distinct intention of delivering the 
Souls of Purgatory, or any particular souls in whom 
we may be interested. In that case, it is not only 


* Tobias xii. 9. | Prov. xv. 27. 4 Ecclus. ili, 33. 
$ Dan. iv. 26. I| Heb. xiii. 16. {T Ecclus. vii. 46. 


THE WITHERING OF THE FIG-TREE. 359 


the satisfactory power of the good works which is 
applied to the souls, but the work as a whole, with 
all its merits of impetration as well as satisfaction. 
It is a much greater charity to undertake directly 
to fast, or to afflict ourselves in any other way, for 
the Holy Souls, than to apply to them the satisfac- 
tion of the good works of this kind which we should 
Otherwise do as a matter of course. No one can 
do the first of these things without being very much 
in earnest in his desire to relieve the misery of the 
sufferers in Purgatory. 

5. Another item of advice which is found in 
some writers relates to the question of pious 
foundations for the benefit of the holy departed, 
whether they be hospitals or convents or orphanages 
or colleges for the clergy or of any other kind. It 
is said that if the object be to benefit some one 
soul in particular, it is more prudent to give away 
all that we can in alms or for Masses at once, in 
order that the soul for whom we are interested 
may enjoy the benefit of our charity as soon as 
possible. But if the intention be to benefit the 
Holy Souls in general, then it is better to found 
such institutions as those just now mentioned, 
which may last on from year to year and from 
generation to generation, and benefit successive 
numbers of sufferers in Purgatory. 

6. Another counsel, with which we may conclude, 
is found in the revelations of St. Bridget, and has 
reference to the correspondence of the good works 
which are done for the benefit of a soul for the 
faults which he may be known to have committed 
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in his lifetime. The Saint was careful to give a 
great deal by way of alms for the repose of her 
husband’s soul, and he begged her to sell his plate 
and horses, in which he had taken an excessive 
delight, for his benefit. In another of her visions * 
she heard the soul of a certain noble person cry 
“woe” four times, and she was told by an angel 
that there might be four kinds of expiation offered 
for him. The first of his woes was that he had 
loved God but little, and to atone for this thirty 
chalices might be offered for him, in which the 
Precious Blood might be offered in Holy Mass, 
and God thus specially honoured. The second 
“woe” was that he had but little fear of God, 
and for this thirty devout priests were to be 
chosen, each of whom was to say thirty Masses 
for him—nine of the Martyrs, nine of the Con- 
fessors, nine of All Saints, one of the Angels, one 
of our Blessed Lady, and one of the Most Holy 
Trinity. The third “woe” which he uttered was 
on account of his pride and avarice, and for this 
thirty poor persons were to be taken in, clothed 
and fed, and their feet washed in humility, and 
prayers were to be made to our Lord that, for the 
sake of His own humility and His Passion, the sins 
of that soul might be forgiven him. The fourth 
“woe” was for the pride of the flesh in him, and 
this was to be atoned for by sending one virgin to 
a convent, and providing for one widow, and for 
one marriageable maiden, sufficient for food and 
maintenance in each case, and then God was to be 
2 LAD vee. 9. 
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prayed to forgive him the punishment due to his 
sins of the flesh. These and other similar 
reflections may at least serve to show that, in 
the best Christian ages, the idea of the debt of 
punishment which might be due to God in 
Purgatory was by no means a slight one, and 
that very great exertions were not thought too 
much to offer for the deliverance of single souls. 
We might as well hope to relieve a great city, 
suffering under famine, by collecting the crumbs 
of bread after our dinners day by day, or to stop 
the progress of a mighty epidemic by a few bottles 
of rosewater, as to relieve the sufferings of the 
Holy Souls of Purgatory by trifling alms which 
cost us nothing, or slight penitential exercises 
which give but little pain. 


CHAPTER XL. 
Forgiveness of Injuries. 
(THE HEALING OF MALCHUS.) 
St. Luke xxii. 50, 51. 


1. ALL the four Evangelists mention the incident 
in the apprehension of our Lord in the Garden of 
Olives, when St. Peter in his fiery zeal drew a sword 
in defence of his Master, and cut off the ear of 
one of the servants of the High Priest, who had 
joined the band sent under the guidance of Judas. 
St. Luke alone mentions the miracle which our 
Lord wrought in favour of the poor servant, who 
may have had no faith in Him, and even have 
_ been actuated by the hatred towards Him which 
would have been natural in one who heard Him 
so continually censured and spoken against by his 
own master. After reproving and warning St. 
Peter, St. Luke tells us that our Lord, “answering, 
said, Suffer ye thus far. And when He had 
touched his ear, He healed him.” It is as if He 
asked leave of His enemies to work this miraculous 
cure, in order that no traces might remain of the 
intemperate violence of His Apostle. The miracle 
may have been wrought partly out of our Lord’s 
unfailing and ineffable tenderness of heart, for He 
could not bear to see blood flow, except it were 
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His own, shed for the sins of the world. But 
it is probable that the chief motive of our Lord 
was rather to show His entire want of all animosity 
or anger against His enemies, and to set us an 
example of that perfect forgiveness of injuries and 
insults which does not stop short at simple pardon, 
but adds to that any sort of active kindness or 
charity of which the case admits. It has been 
sometimes said of the Saints, that the way to 
secure the utmost possible kindness from them was 
to do them some injury, and our Lord in this 
miracle seems to have acted on the principle thus 
attributed to the Saints. He went out of His way 
to heal this poor man, and this is the only instance 
in which it could have been recorded of Him that 
He worked a miracle in favour of one who was 
hostile to Him at the time, and bent on His 
destruction. At the very moment of the beginning 
of His Passion, when He was treated with in- 
dignities and insults so great, when they were 
about to put Him in chains and drag Him so 
cruelly to the tribunals of Annas and Caiaphas, 
He took occasion to use His miraculous power 
for the last time before His death, not to serve 
Himself or even to deliver His Apostles—though 
the miracle may have had some effect in making 
the leaders of the armed band listen to His in- 
junction to let them go—but to staunch the 
wound and restore the lost limb of one of His 
bitter enemies. 

2. This great example of our Lord has many 
lessons for us in every way, but it helps us 
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especially with regard to the subject of these 
chapters by suggesting to us one of the most 
efficacious means which are in our power of 
escaping the sufferings of Purgatory. We have 
not made these means so much a subject of direct 
study in these chapters as the means by which we 
may aid the present holy sufferers in Purgatory to 
a speedy release ; but it is, of course, clear that, in 
general, the same methods, especially of satis- 
faction, which seem to relieve them, are also 
available for ourselves. But holy writers on this 
subject often mention certain practices and virtues 
as having a particular power in shielding us from 
the danger of falling ourselves under severe punish- 
ments in Purgatory. It will be useful to set down 
some of these here, and to consider the miracle 
wrought on Malchus as suggesting them, because 
it suggests that one of them which has the special 
promise of our Lord. For He Who has taught us 
not to pray for the forgiveness of our own sins, 
except with the qualification that we are to ask to 
be forgiven as we ourselves forgive, has also 
promised distinctly that if we forgive we shall also 
be forgiven. Now, when our Lord speaks of the 
forgiveness of sins in the Gospel, He speaks of it 
in the fullest and most complete sense which His 
words will bear. That is, He speaks of that entire 
forgiveness as given by God, which not only 
absolves the sinner from the guilt of sin and from 
its eternal consequences of separation from Him, 
but which also remits the temporal punishment 
due to sin, whether in this world or in the next. 
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But this remission is that of which we have had to 
say so much in these chapters on Purgatory. We 
have His word, therefore, that it is in our power, 
with the help of His grace, entirely to cancel the 
debt of satisfaction which we may owe to His 
justice for our sins, and that the means by which 
this is to be done is the perfect forgiveness on our 
part of all the trespasses against ourselves by 
others of which we have to complain. It is very 
clear that our forgiveness of others must be as 
ample and unreserved and ungrudging as we wish 
that to be which we ourselves desire to receive 
from God. It is often the case, that we can 
forgive an injury, or a harsh and insulting word, 
or even a grave act of injustice and wrong, so far 
as is absolutely necessary in order not to lose the 
grace of God ourselves. That is, we do not bear 
malice or wish the person who has injured us any 
wrong, while yet we are unable to show him any 
greater marks of charity than are the absolute 
rights of one Christian from another. We are not 
ready to exert ourselves for him, as our Lord 
exerted Himself for Malchus, or to do for him any 
extraordinary and unusual charity. Such forgive- 
ness may be enough to satisfy the commandment 
of God, but it is not enough to win the abundant 
and overwhelming grace which is in store for those 
who can from their hearts love those who have 
injured them, for the sake of our Lord, and as 
being their own great benefactors. In order to 
this we have need of very great grace, and it is 
this kind of forgiveness which has the power of 
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absolutely cancelling the debt of punishment which 
we may owe for our sins. For those who can 
with all their heart, in this way, forgive their 
enemies, must be very closely united to God, and 
are indeed His true children. 

3. There are two other virtues which have the 
same power, and the same promises, for these are 
very nearly akin to that of which we have been 
speaking. These are the virtue of not judging 
others, and the virtue of perfect contrition. Our 
Lord has said distinctly, “Judge not, that you 
may not be judged; for with what judgment you 
judge, you shall be judged, and with what measure 
you mete, it shall be measured unto you again.” * 
This is something different from the forgiveness 
of injuries. In the forgiveness of injuries, there 
is no question about the fact of the injury; but in 
abstinence from judging, even the fact is not 
assumed. ‘The forgiveness of injuries is grounded 
on our own relation to God and to those who 
may injure us; the virtue of abstinence from 
judging is based on the consideration that to God 
alone belongs the right of judgment, as well as 
the right of punishment. Other considerations, 
such as that of our own miseries and faults, which 
are quite enough to occupy our whole attention, 
may well come in to aid in the formation of this 
virtue, which requires the truest humility as its 
condition. But there are some blessed souls in the 
Church who have this special grace of always 
looking on others with the eyes of charity, of 

* Sti Matt, vier, 2 
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turning away from all that is evil so as not to see 
it, and of interpreting everything well, even when 
such interpretation is most difficult. Such persons 
have the promise of our Lord, that they shall not 
be judged, that is, that they shall either be pre- 
served from all faults in return for their simple and 
divine charity, or shall at least have all their faults 
perfectly forgiven. In the case of the virtue of 
perfect contrition, it must be evident that it contains 
the perfect love of God, and where the perfect love 
of God exists, the sorrow which is founded upon 
it must be so pure and so intense, as altogether to 
cancel any debt that may be owing to His justice. 
4. There are other things which may be men- 
tioned under the head of the means of escaping 
Purgatory. Some of these may be said rather to 
be the suffering of Purgatory here. Such is the 
case of those who undergo some great trial, such 
as a great calumny against their reputation borne 
without resentment or repining, or any attempt at 
justification. Such is the case of those also whom 
God afflicts with great bodily sufferings and ail- 
ments, if they too are endured with perfect resigna- 
tion and cheerful union with the will of God. 
Such is the case of those who labour long and 
assiduously in propagating the faith among the 
heathen, or who use themselves up entirely in 
other works of charity for their neighbours, keeping 
up all the time their union with God and the peace 
of a good conscience vigilantly guarded. In all 
these cases, and in others like them, it may be said 
that Purgatory has been endured before its time. 


368 FORGIVENESS OF INJURIES. 


The same may be said of the satisfactory power 
of perfect fidelity, even in the least things, to a 
religious rule, which is a burthen that presses at 
no time with any great heaviness, but the continuity 
of which makes it very meritorious in the sight of 
God. Other means, again, to the same end are 
to be found in the perfect use of the ordinary 
means of grace, such as the sacraments. For the 
Sacraments of Penance and Holy Communion 
have the power perfectly to purify the soul from 
the debt of pain as well as from the stain of guilt, 
and that they do not do this in ordinary cases is 
not because of their lack of power, but of the 
imperfect manner in which they are received. 
Lastly, we may mention the careful and perfect 
use of Indulgences, and also a very deep and true 
devotion to the Passion of our Lord. 


CHAPTER XLI. 
The Treasure of the Church. 


(OUR LORD’S LAST MIRACLE ON THE LAKE.) 
St. John xxi. 1—19. 


1. THE last recorded miracle of our Lord was 
worked after His Resurrection, during that part 
of the forty days which He spent with His disciples 
in Galilee. The narrative is given to us by St. 
John alone, who was himself present, with six 
other Apostles, his own brother St. James, St. Peter, 
St. Thomas, St. Bartholomew or Nathanael, and 
two others who are not named, but who may be 
conjectured to have been St. Andrew and St. 
Philip.* It is not necessary to repeat the story 
of the fishing of the Apostles during the night— 
when, as on the former occasion of which we have 
had to speak, they caught nothing—of our Lord’s 
appearance in the early dawn on the shore, bidding 
them cast the net on the right side of the boat, 
then of the marvellous draught of fishes which 
was immediately enclosed in the net, of St. John’s 


* The four Apostles not included in this list would thus be 
St. Matthew, who was not a fisherman, and the three who were 
near relations or connections of our Lord, St. Simon, St. Jude, 
and St. James the Less. These might probably be with our 
Lady and the holy women at thetime. But it is needless to 
say, that this is pure conjecture. 


Y 
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discerning our Lord, of St. Peter’s leaping into the 
water to go to Him, and of the meal which was 
awaiting them when they landed. ‘The points on 
which we may fasten in this great miracle, and in 
the conversation which followed on it, are the 
following—the action of St. Peter, the Prince of 
the Apostles, in drawing the net to land himself, 
containing a certain recorded number of large fishes, 
“one hundred and fifty and three,” and the com- 
mission which was afterwards so solemnly given 
to him by our Lord, and repeated thrice, in which, 
after asking Him thrice whether he loved Him, 
our Lord bade him, “Feed My lambs,” “ Feed 
My sheep.” It is generally considered by Catholic 
commentators on Scripture and by the theologians 
of the Church that our Lord on this occasion 
conferred on St. Peter, for himself and for his 
successors, the authority and commission to rule 
the Catholic Church which He had before promised 
to him, when he made his great confession of 
faith in the Divinity of his Master. Then He had 
said: “Thou art Peter, and on this rock I will 
build My Church, and the gates of Hell shall not 
prevail against it, and I will give unto thee the 
keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, and whatsoever 
thou shalt bind on earth it shall be bound also in 
Heaven, and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth 
it shall be loosed also in Heaven.”* Now He 
says, “Simon, son of John, lovest thou Me more 
than these? . .. Feed My lambs. Feed My 
lambs. Feed My sheep.” 
* St. Matt. xvi. 18, 19. 
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2. It ison this great commission, promised in the 
first of these passages and conferred in the second, 
that the vital Catholic doctrine of the prerogatives 
of St. Peter mainly rests for its Scripture proof; 
though there are also other texts and incidents 
in the life of our Lord on which it is based, and 
though the whole argument from Scripture embraces 
also the commentary on the acts and sayings of our 
Lord which is furnished by the history of the Acts 
of the Apostles and by the Epistles. It is of course 
not to our present purpose to draw out the whole 
argument, as we can only have to deal with that 
part of the power which has been conferred on 
St. Peter and on his successors which has immediate 
relation to the subject of Purgatory. That part, 
however, of St. Peter’s power is very important 
indeed to us, and it may very fitly be made the 
subject of this our last chapter on the miracles. 
The power conferred on St. Peter, with regard to 
this subject, may be connected immediately with 
the words of St. Matthew which have been quoted 
in the last paragraph. St. Peter, in the passage of 
St. John’s Gospel before us, is practically ordered 
by our Lord to use his power in all charity for the 
benefit of the flock committed to him. That is one 
meaning at least of the-touching question thrice put 
to him by our Lord, ‘‘ Lovest thou Me?” It is as 
if He had said, “If you love Me, and as you love 
Me, feed My lambs, feed My sheep.” But the 
power which is thus to be exercised according to 
the instinct and measure of his love to our Blessed 
Lord is, as has been said, that which was promised 
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before in the words which St. Matthew has recorded. 
That power, then, consists, first, of opening the 
Kingdom of Heaven, for such is the meaning of 
the power of the keys; and secondly, it consists. 
in the power of binding and loosing. By this, for 
the purpose with which we are now concerned, is 
meant the power of either opening Heaven or not, 
and of laying down the conditions on which the 
power of the keys is exercised, in any particular 
case or under any particular circumstances. 

3. It is plain that the power thus conferred on 
St. Peter of opening the gates of Heaven must mean 
the power of removing all the impediments which, 
in any particular case, shut the gates of Heaven and 
prevent this or that particular soul, or certain classes 
of souls, from entering there. Now, it has already 
been said that there are two impediments to entrance 
to Heaven, original sin unremoved, and actual 
mortal sin unrepented and uncancelled as to its guilt. 
Either of these two impediments, while it exists, is 
enough absolutely to bar the gates of Heaven. The 
first of these impediments is removed by our Lord 
Himself, and the application of what He has thus 
done to particular souls takes place in Holy Baptism. 
The second impediment, that created by actual sin, 
is removed by the power of the keys. But this im- 
pediment, which is caused by actual sin, is twofold, 
and consists in the guilt of sin, and in the punish- 
ment due to it. If the guilt is not removed, the 
soul can never enter Heaven, and, even when the 
guilt is removed, the soul cannot enter Heaven 
until the punishment has been removed also. -+ The 
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guilt of sin, then, is removed by the power of the 
keys in the Sacrament of Penance, according to 
those words of our Lord, “ Whose sins ye remit, 
they are remitted.” The impediment of the punish- 
ment is also removed by the power of the keys, in 
the concession of Indulgences, according to those 
other words, “ Whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth, 
it shall be loosed also in Heaven.” And it must 
be said that any idea of the power of the keys 
which leaves out this remission of the pain due to 
sin as well as of the guilt of sin itself—when due 
dispositions exist, and under all due conditions, 
according to the laws of the Kingdom of our Lord 
—is absolutely defective and inadequate. It has 
been said above that any idea of our Lord’s Mission 
as the Redeemer of the world which leaves out His 
Mission with regard to Purgatory, is defective and 
inadequate. It represents Him, practically, as not 
being He Who was to come, and it implies, practi- 
cally, that we must ‘‘look for another.” In just the 
same way, the power of the keys would not be what 
it ought to be, it would not answer to the largeness 
and fulness and universality of our Lord’s commis- 
sion to St. Peter, if it did not include, in some way 
or other, the power of lôosing the bonds of pain as 
well-as the power of loosing the bonds of guilt. 
Our Lord, as the people in Decapolis said, hath 
done ‘‘all things well,” not only “some things ;” * 
and the power which He has left behind in the 
hands of St. Peter and his Successors to be exercised 
in charity must extend to all the needs of human 
* St. Mark vii. 37. 
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souls waiting at the gates of Heaven. But it would 
not so extend, unless it had some provision for the 
removal of the impediment of pain, as well as for 
the removal of the impediment of guilt. 

4. The provision of which we speak is exactly 
that which Catholics know as the power of Indul- 
gences. An Indulgence is a remission of the pain 
due to sins, of which the guilt has already been 
forgiven. ‘This remission is made by the same 
power which imposes this or that work of penance 
as an accompaniment of absolution, that is, the 
power of the keys of which we have just now 
spoken. By this power the “treasury,” as it is said, 
of the Church is opened, and the merits of our 
Lord, the Blessed Virgin, and the Saints are applied 
in satisfaction to the souls to whom the Indulgence 
is granted, by the authority of the Chief Pastor of 
the Church, the Successor of St. Peter, and, to a 
certain extent, of the Bishops.* The doctrine of 
the Church on this point is summed up in the 
decree of the Council of Trent (Session 25), which 
declares that the power of Indulgences has been 
granted by Christ to the Church, and that they are 
useful and salutary to the faithful. It would not 
fall within the scope of the present work to argue 
the point as to the doctrine of Indulgences against 
those who deny it. It is enough to say that it is, 

* Benedict XIII., Trigies. ZI. Serm. 24, teaches that Arch- 
bishops in their provinces and Bishops in their dioceses may 
grant Indulgences of a year on the dedication of a church, and 
of forty days at othertimes. But he adds that they have greater 


powers in the private tribunal of penance, in regard to their 
own subjects.. 
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in principle, contained in the famous passage of 
St. Paul about the incestuous Corinthian, whose 
penance had been forgiven him by the Church,* 
and that there are traces of the practice in the 
earliest times, though it is undeniable that the great 
use of Indulgences, and particularly of the very 
large Indulgences which have been granted in the 
late centuries of the Church, is a development 
which has grown with the decay of penitential 
rigour and, in fact, with that great increase of 
human infirmity which characterizes modern times. 
The comparative ease with which Indulgences may 
now be gained is a great blessing to the faithful of 
our times—a great blessing to those who avail 
themselves of it largely and diligently, while it may 
turn out to be a cause of severe self-reproach to 
those who neglect to avail themselves of the 
immense benignity of the Church. The causes 
for which Indulgences are granted are quite inde- 
pendent of the conditions assigned to them, and it 
is not necessary for us to know them,—it is suffi- 
cient that the Pope has a reasonable ground, of 
which he is the judge. The great reason of all, no 
doubt, is the extreme tenderness of the Church, 
which desires that we should know her love for her 
children, and so be moved to praise the merciful- 
ness of God, and which uses, in these days of 
corporal weakness and feeble virtues, an immense 
gentleness to the generations which have not the 
strength or courage to accomplish the severe pen- 
ances of the ancient Canons. But at no time was 


* 2 Cor. ii. 5—II. 
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it necessary that the works prescribed for those who 
are to gain Indulgences should correspond to the 
latter in importance. For Indulgences rest on the 
merits of our Lord, and not on those of the person 
who may gain them. 

5. We have hitherto spoken of Indulgences in- 
differently, without distinguishing between their 
application to the living and that which is made of 
them to the dead. The Indulgences which the 
Church distributes to the living are given to them 
directly, those which are applied to the dead, only 
indirectly and by way of suffrage. Hence it follows, 
that if a living person is truly sorry for all his sins, 
venial as well as mortal, and if he performs accur- 
ately, with all the due dispositions, the works which 
are enjoined as the conditions of an Indulgence, 
he cannot fail to gain that Indulgence, our Lord’s 
fidelity, of which St. Paul so often speaks, being 
pledged to him in the matter. This is what is 
meant, as it seems, by the theologians who speak 
of an Indulgence as granted by way of absolution, 
in which case the Church exercises her jurisdiction 
over her own direct subjects, that is, the living 
faithful, granting to them the satisfactions which 
they require out of the merits of our Lord ; whereas 
in the case of the departed, they are no longer 
directly her subjects, and so the Indulgence is 
granted to them by way of suffrage. And, to return 
to the former point, a soul in Purgatory cannot 
perform any of the works which are enjoined as 
conditions of an Indulgence, and is no longer in a 
state to merit anything. There is, therefore, no 
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tie of fidelity on the part of God which may bind 
Him to grant the Indulgence to such a soul, even 
though the works prescribed be performed by the 
living, and though the Indulgence be made by the 
Church applicable to the holy departed. This appli- 
cation, again, which is an exercise of the power of 
the keys, cannot be made by any but the Church, 
and unless she makes it, no one can benefit the 
Holy Souls by such an explanation. 

6. It should also be remembered that the remis- 
sion of the pain due to sins, which is the fruit of an 
Indulgence, can only fall on those sins the guilt 
of which has been already forgiven, that is, on those 
which have been truly, in some way or other, re- 
tracted. This it is which makes a Plenary Indul- 
gence so difficult of perfect acquisition. But it 
does not follow, because some venial sins may not 
have been forgiven as to their guilt, that therefore 
the fruit of an Indulgence is lost, as to other light 
sins which have been forgiven. Again, it is taught 
by theologians that light sins committed at the 
time when a person might be receiving the fruit 
of an Indulgence, do not hinder the fruit of that 
Indulgence as to the other venial sins on which it 
would fall, though it is otherwise with sins com- 
mitted at the time of performing the works which 
are exacted as conditions of the Indulgence, if 
those works are truly vitiated thereby. Again, it 
must be remembered, with regard to the Indul- 
gences which are applied to the Holy Souls, that 
their venial sins which may have remained unfor- 
given before their death, on account of their never 
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having retracted them, are cancelled as to their 
guilt at the time of death, by the perfect conversion 
of the soul to God, which takes place in all who 
die in a state of grace. As to the remission of the 
pain due to these sins, it must be remembered that 
the effect of Indulgences does not come from 
the devotion of those who gain them, or from the 
labour to which they put themselves, or from the 
alms which they may give as their condition, but 
from the abundant treasure of the merits of the 
Church. Thus St. Thomas teaches that the essen- 
tial conditions requisite for the fruit of which we 
speaking, are simply authority on the part of those 
who grant the Indulgence, piety in the cause for 
which it is granted, and charity or the state of 
grace in those who are to receive the benefit thus 
bestowed.* Nevertheless, although all the Holy 
Souls are capable of receiving the fruits of Indul- 
gences, because all are in the grace of God, it 
remains true that some are more capable of profit- 
ing largely in this way than others, because the 
fruit of this kind is shared by them according to 
the greater or less degree of their charity. Thus it 
may be necessary for some souls that a great many 
Plenary Indulgences should be gained for them, 
while others, to whom God allows a single Plenary 
Indulgence to be applied, may by virtue of that 
alone be delivered from all the pain which they 
owe to His justice. 

7. It is certain that the blessed provision of 
Indulgences is one which conduces very greatly 


* St, Thomas, 77 Senz, iv. dist. 20, qu, I, art. 3, 2. 
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to the glory of God. It is surely to His glory that 
the abundant treasures of satisfaction which have 
been accumulated in the Church should be used, 
that piety and religion should be served by their 
use, that the rulers of the Church, who succeed to 
the throne of St. Peter, should exercise every part 
of their mighty prerogative for the good of souls, 
that a number of good works should be promoted, 
such as visits to the tombs of the Apostles and the 
Saints, or the relief of the poor, or the advancement 
of missions, and a thousand other good works, by 
being made the conditions on which Indulgences 
may be gained by those who also approach the 
sacraments worthily, and pray for the good of the 
Church. All these things are for the glory of God 
and of our Lord. All of them belong to the ad- 
vancement of the great Kingdom of the Incarnation, 
and charity, as well as the glory of God in other 
respects, is promoted when the faithful are urged 
on to them by the holding out of Indulgences so to 
be gained. Whenever we practically show our 
belief in the powers which God has granted to the 
Church, we do Him honour, and our faith is some- 
times more displayed when it is exercised on things 
which do not meet the sight, and are less easy of 
proof; or again, when the points to which it refers 
are more questioned and assailed by the unbeliev- 
ing world. On this account, if on no other, it 
would be our duty to proclaim in the face of the 
world our belief in these powers of the Church, and 
we might expect a greater blessing from God in 
proportion to our boldness and simplicity in this 
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respect. But in truth, few things would be more 
to the glory of God in our generation than a great 
increase of devotion to the Holy Souls in Purga- 
tory and to their interests in general, and of dili- 
gence and zeal in helping them by means of Indul- 
gences in particular. When we review all the means 
of aiding them which God has put into our hands 
—prayers, Masses, Communions, almsdeeds, morti- 
fications, pilgrimages, the Divine Office, the Office 
of the Dead or of our Blessed Lady, the holy 
Rosary, works of active mercy, the teaching the 
Christian doctrine, the attending of funerals, and a 
thousand more, we can find none more powerful 
in themselves, if the fruit be really gained, none 
more honourable to God and to our Lord and to 
His Church, than this of holy Indulgences. And 
besides, the mind of the Church is expressed by 
the fact that she makes this most loving and beau- 
tiful exercise of her prerogative go along with and 
accompany all other aid to the Holy Souls. For 
there can hardly be found any one of those named 
or alluded to which is not enriched by her with 
copious Indulgences, which are thus placed by her 
within the reach of all who can do any one of those 
‘other works, while she gives them besides for many 
a short prayer or pious practice which requires the 
very slightest exertion or expense of time. And 
yet it is not a little thing that we do, or that we 
neglect to do, when we either impart to these holy 
‘sufferers a portion, be it large or small, of the in- 
expressibly precious merits and satisfactions of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and His Saints, or leave them 
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without that solace and assistance—often, we may 
fear, because we have not ourselves the intelligent 
faith to appreciate duly the needs of those who are 
detained in Purgatory, or the ineffable glory which 
results to God from the devout and charitable use 
of the exhaustless treasures of the Church, which 
He has purchased with His own Blood, and to 
which He he has left the exercise of the powers in 
Heaven and on earth which were won by His 
Passion. 
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The Life of Christopher Columbus. By the Rev. 
A. G. Knight, S.J. 


The Suppression of the Society of 
Jesus in the Portuguese Dominions. From docu- 
ments hitherto unpublished. By the Rev. Alfred 
Weld, S.J. 7s. 6d. 


The Christian Reformed in Mind and 
Manners. By Benedict Rogacci, S.J. The trans- 
lation edited by the Rev. H. J. Coleridge, S.J. 
7s. 6d. i 


The Sufferings of the Church in Brit- 
tany during the Great Revolution. By Edward 
Healy Thompson. 6s. 6d. 


The Life of Margaret Mostyn (Mother 
Margaret of Jesus), Religious of the Reformed Order 
of Our Blessed Lady of Mount Carmel (1625-1679). 
By the Very Rev. Edmund Bedingfield. 6s. 


The Life of Henrietta D’Osseville (in 
Religion, Mother Ste. Marie), Foundress of the 
Institute of the Faithful Virgin. Arranged and 
Edited by the Rev. John George MacLeod, S.J. 
5s. 6d. 


Three Catholic Reformers of the Fif- 
teenth Century (St. Vincent Ferrer, St. Bernardine 
of Siena, St. John Capistran). By Mary H. Allies, 
6s. 


A Gracious Life (1556-1618) ; being the 
Life of Madame Acarie (Blessed Mary of the Incar- 


nation), of the Reformed Order of Our Blessed Lady 
of Mount Carmel. By Emily Bowles. 


The Life of St. Thomas of Hereford. 
By Father L’Estrange. 6s. 


The Life of King Alfred the Great. 
By the Rev. A. G. Knight, S.J. 6s. 


33. The Life of Mother Frances Mary 
Teresa Ball, Foundress in Ireland of the Institute of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. By the Rev. H. J. Coleridge, 
S.J. With Portrait. 6s. 6d. 


34, 58, 67. The Lifeand Letters of St.Teresa. 
3 vols. By the Rev. H. J. Coleridge, S.J. 7s. 6d. each. 


35, 52. The Life of Mary Ward. By Mary 
Catherine Elizabeth Chambers, of the Institute of 
the Blessed Virgin. Edited by the Rev. H. J. 
Coleridge, S.J. Two vols. 15s. 


38. The Return of the King. Discourses on 
the Latter Days. By the Rev. H. J. Coleridge, S.J. 
7s. 6d. i 


39. Pious Affections towards God and the 
Saints. Meditations for Every Day in the Year, and 
for the principal Festivals. From the Latin of the 
Ven. Nicolas Lancicius, S.J. 7s. 6d. 


40. The Life of the Ven. Claude de la 
Colombiere, Abridged from the French Life by 
Eugene Sequin, S.J. 5s- 

41, 42. The Life and Teaching of Jesus 
Christ in Meditations for Every Day in the Year. By 
Father Nicolas Avancino, S.J. Two vols. gros. 6d. 


43. The Life of Lady Falkland. By Lady 
G. Fullerton. §s. 


44. The Baptism of the King. Considerations 
on the Sacred Passion. By the Rev. H. J. Coleridge, 
S.J. 7s.0d; 

47. Gaston de Segur. A Biography. Con- 
densed from the French Memoir by the Marquis de 
Segur, by F. J. M. A. Partridge. 3s. 6d. 

48. The Tribunal of Conscience. By Father 
Gaspar Druzbicki, S.J. 3s. 6d. 

50. Of Adoration in Spirit and Truth. By 
Father J. Eusebius Nieremberg. With a Preface by 
the Rev. P. Gallwey, S.J. 6s. 6d. 

55. The Mother of the King. Mary during 
the Life of our Lord. By the Rev. H. J. Coleridge, 
Sle sods 


56. During the Persecution. Autobiography 
of Father John Gerard, S.J. Translated from the 
original Latin by the Rev. G, R. Kingdon, S.J. 5s. 
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82. 


The Hours of the Passion. ‘Taken from 
the Life of Christ by Ludolph the Saxon. 7s. 6d. 


. The Mother of the Church. Mary during 


the first Apostolic Age. By the Rev. H. J. Coleridge, 
Sil 6s. 


. St. Mary’s Convent, Micklegate Bar, 


York. <A History of the Convent. 7s. 6d. 


. The Life of Jane Dormer, Duchess of 


Feria. By Henry Clifford. Transcribed from the 
Ancient Manuscript by the late Canon E. E. Estcourt, 
and edited by the Rev. Joseph Stevenson, S.J. 5s. 


. The Life of St. Bridget of Sweden. By 


the late F. J. M. A. Partridge. 6s. 


. The Teachings and Counsels of St. 


Francis Xavier. From his Letters. §s. 


. Garcia Moreno, President of Ecuador. 


1821—1875. From the French of the Rev. P. A. 
Berthe, C.SS.R. By the Lady Herbert. 7s. 6d. 


. The Life of St. Alonzo Rodriguez. By 


the Rev. Francis Goldie, S.J. 7s. 6d. 


. Chapters on the Parables. By the Rev. 


H. J. Coleridge, S.J. 7s. 6d. 


. Letters of St. Augustine. Selected and 


Translated by Mary H. Allies. Price 6s. 6d. 


A Martyr from the Quarter-Deck. 
Alexis Clerc, S.J. By The Lady Herbert. Price 5s. 


. Acts of the English Martyrs, hitherto 


unpublished. By the Rev. J. H. Pollen, S.J. With 
Preface by the Rev. John Morris, S.J. 7s. 6d. 


. The Life of St. Francis di Geronimo, 


of the Society of Jesus. By A. M. Clarke. 6s. 

80. Aquinas Ethicus; or, the Moral 
Teaching of St. Thomas. By the Rev. Joseph 
Rickaby, S.J. Two vols, 12s. 

The Spirit of St. Ignatius, Founder of 
of the Society of Jesus. Translated from the French 
of the Rev. Father Xavier de Franciosi, of the same 
Society. Ós. 

Jesus, the All-Beautiful. A Devotional 
Treatise on the Character and Actions of our Lord. 
By the Author of Zhe Voice of the Sacred Heart and 
The Heart of Jesus of Nazareth. Edited by the 
Rev. J. G. MacLeod, S.J. Price 6s. ôd. 
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Volumes on the Life of our Lord. 


BY THE REV. H. J. COLERIDGE, S.J. 


INTRODUCTORY VOLUMES. 


20. The Life of our Life. Introduction 
and Harmony of the Gospels, with the Introduction 
rewritten. Two vols. 15s. 


The Works and Words of our Saviour, 
gathered from the Four Gospels. 7s. 6d. 


The Story of the Gospels. Harmonized 
for Meditation, 7s. 6d. 
THE HOLY INFANCY. 
The Preparation of the Incarnation. 
7s. 6d. 


The Nine Months. ‘The Life of our Lord 
inthe Womb. 7s. 6d. 


The Thirty Years. Our Lord’s Infancy 
and Early Life. 7s. 6d. 
THE PUBLIC LIFE OF OUR LORD. 
The Ministry of St. John Baptist. 6s. 6d. 
The Preaching of the Beatitudes. 6s. 6d. 


The Sermon on the Mount. To the end 
of the Lord’s Prayer. 6s. 6d. 


The Sermon on the Mount. From the 
end of the Lord’s Prayer. 6s. 6d. 


The Training of the Apostles. Part I. 
6s. 6d. 


The Praiming of the Apostles. Part II. 
sS. Od. 


The Pranie of the Apostles. Part III. 
S. Od. 


Tag tags of the Apostles. Part IV. 
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57. The Ercacning of the Cross. Part I. 
6s. 6d. 


63. The Preaching of the Cross. Part II. 
6s. 


64. The Preaching of the Cross. Part III. 
6s. 


THE FIRST DAYS OF HOLY WEEK. 


68. Passiontide. Part I. 6s. 6d. 
72. Passiontide. Part II. 6s. 6d. 
76. Passiontide. Part III. 6s. 6d. 


CONCLUDING VOLUME. 


78. The Passage of our Lord to the Father. 
7s. 6d. 


The Manna of the Soul. By Father Paul 
Segneri, Second Edition, in two volumes. Cloth 
lettered, price 12s. 


The Adorable Heart of Jesus. By Father 
Joseph de Galliffett, S.J. With Preface and Intro- 
duction by the Rev. R. F. Clarke, S.J. Price 3s. 


The Seven Words on the Cross. By Cardinal 


Bellarmine. Translated from the Latin. Second 
Edition. 5s. 


The Seven Words of Mary. By the Rev. 
H.J. Coleridge, S.-J- Price 2s. 


The Virtues of Mary, the Mother of God. 
By Father Francis Arias, S.J. With Preface by 
George Porter, S.J., late Archbishop of Bombay. 2s. 


The Prisoners of the King. Thoughts on 
the Catholic Doctrine of Purgatory. By the Rev. H, 
J. Coleridge, S.J. New Edition, 4s. 


St. Ignatius Loyola and the Early Jesuits. 
By Stewart Rose. With about roo Illustrations. 
Handsomely bound in cloth, extra gilt. Price 15s. net. 


The Life of St. Ignatius of Loyola. By 
Father Genelli, S.J. New Edition (American). 6s. 


The Condition of Catholics under James 
the First. By the Rev. John Morris, S.J. Second 
Edition (a few_copies). 14s. 


The Troubles of our Catholic Forefathers 
related by themselves. By the Rev. John Morris, S.J. 
Series I. (out of print). Series II. demy 8vo, cloth, 
14s. Series III. demy 8vo, cloth, 14s. A few copies 
of Series I. II. III. complete, 42 2s. 


The Life of Father John Gerard, S.J. By 
the Rev. John Morris, S.J. Third Edition, re-written 
and enlarged, 14s. 


The Letter-Books of Sir Amias Poulet, 
Keeper of Mary Queen of Scots. By the Rev. John 
Morris, S.J. 3s. 6d. 


The Life and Martyrdom of St. Thomas 
Becket. By the Rev. John Morris, S.J. Second and 
enlarged edition. In one vol. large post 8vo, 12s. 6d. 
Or in two volumes, 13s. 


The Venerable Sir Adrian Fortescue, Knight 
of the Bath, Knight of St. John, Martyr. With 
Portrait and Autograph. By the Rev. John Morris, 
S.J. ıs. 6d 


The Devotions of the Lady Lucy Herbert 
of Powis, formerly Prioress of the Augustinian Nuns 
at Bruges. Edited by Father John Morris, S.J. 3s. 6d. 


Meditation: An Instruction for Novices. By 
the Rev. John Morris, S.J. 6d. net. by post 7d. 


Daily Duties: An Instruction for Novices. By 
the Rev. John Morris, S.J. 6d. net, by post 7d. 

Vocation: or Preparation for the Vows, with a 
further Instruction on Mental Prayer. By the Rev. 
John Morris, S.J. 6d. net, by post 7d. 

Theodore Wibaux, Pontifical Zouave and 
Jesuit. By Father Du Coetlosquet, S.J. With an 
Introduction by the Rev. R. F. Clarke, S.J. Crown 
Svo, handsomely bound in blue and gold, price 5s. 


Thoughts on Apostolic Succession. To help 
Catholics in Discussion with their Anglican Friends. 
By the Rev. P. Gallwey, S-J]. Price ts: 


Twelve Lectures on Ritualism. Vol. I. 
Lectures I.—VIII.: Ritualism not blessed by Heaven; 
not Catholic; entirely opposed to our Lord’s plan of 
one Sheepfold governed by one Shepherd, and to the 
faith of the Early Church. Vol. II. Lectures IX.— 
XII.: Anglican Orders, and the Anglican Con- 
fessional. By the Rev. P. Gallwey, S.J. Price, 
two vols., 8s. l 


The Precious Pearl of Hope in the Mercy 
of God. Translated from the Italian. 4s. 6d. 


An Hour before the Blessed Sacrament: 
or, With my Crucifix. 4d. 


The End of Man. Library Edition. Crown 4to. 
with four Autotypes after Overbeck, De Vos, Francia, 
and Fra Angelico. By the Rev. A. J. Christie, S.J. 
10s. 6d. Smaller Edition, 2s. 6d. and Is, od. 


The Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius. 
Meditations for an Eight Days’ Retreat. By the 
Rev, A. JT. Christie, S.J- Cloth, 2s. 6d “Ine 
Meditations in loose papers, 2s. 


The Text ofthe Spiritual Exercises. 2s. 6d. 


Records of the English Province of the 
Society of Jesus. By Henry Foley, S.J. Vols. I. 
to VI. £6 6s. Vol. VII, in Two Parts, price 21s. 
each. 


The Order for the Dedication or Conse- 
cration of a Church. ‘Translated from the Roman 
Pontifical. Is. 6d. 


The Rite of Conferring Orders. Translated, 


with Annotations, from the Roman Pontifical. Is. 6d. 
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